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Cabinet – June 2009
Review of Neighbourly Relations 
Attorney-General and Minister for Industrial Relations
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1. The Review of Neighbourly Relations (the Review) was established to gather information about the more common causes of disputes between neighbours and develop practical remedies to avoid, reduce and resolve them. 

2. The Review focused on dividing fences (Stage 1) and dangerous and intrusive trees and remedies available for resolution of disputes (Stage 2). 
3. The Review involved the distribution of discussion papers, an e-survey on the Government’s Get Involved website and a number of public forums where members of the community were invited to express their views. 
4. Cabinet approved the development of a webpage providing information regarding the resolution of common disputes between neighbours. 
5. Cabinet approved the Dividing Fences Act 1953 be repealed and replaced with more modern legislation. 
6. Cabinet approved the development of state-based tree legislation providing community members with an accessible and timely right of recourse to resolve tree disputes.  
7. Cabinet noted that it is not intended that this legislation will override local laws in respect of trees. 

8. Attachments: Nil.
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